PEOPLE TRIVIA 


e Q: This books says "steruphilia" is "love of a sneeze." Why would anybody love a sneeze? 

A: Pretty far-fetched, what? Goes back to when people couldn't tell whether the human body was 
dead or alive. If it sneezed, hooray. 

e Q: Where did Jesse James' brother Frank go after his guntoting days? 

A: To work in a dry goods store in Paris, Texas. 

e When acriminal takes a hostage, this is said to be the order of police action: 1. Persuasion. 2. 
Chemical weapons. 3. Snipers. 4. SWAT team. 

e The night before a soldier was to be elevated to knighthood - in the Middle Ages, this - he was 
given a public bath. 

e Those who purport to know claim Alfred Hitchcock was afraid of heights, small children, and (most 
of all) the police. 

e Q: Wasn't the actor Henry Fonda named after Fonda, N.Y.? 

A: Other way round. The town was named after the actor. 

e Was atime in Spain - about 600 years ago - when beards became so fashionable that the small 
minority of men with money bought false versions in sets. Of various shapes and colors. To match 
their clothes. 

e Tickling is often passed off as "harmless fun". In reality, it is a disguised form of hostility ... 
Researchers have found in ancient Chinese literature references to "tickling people to death." 
Excessive tickling over a long period of time can lead to convulsions. 

e One sort of plastic is strong. Another resists punctures. Still another protects flavor. And so on. 
That's why your toothpaste tube, if typical, has nine layers of different plastics. 

e A nightmare can push up your pulse to 150 beats a minute. 

e No record can be found of any people who didn't have names. 

e Early Spaniards thought cholera was an expression of God's anger. The word cholera, in fact, is 
Spanish for anger. 

e Odds run 8-1 that in a random group of 40 people, two will have the same birthday. 

e Humans are the only animals that get freckles. 

e You've read the Victorian Era was so strait-laced that women fully covered not just their own legs 
but even their piano legs. Historical footnotes reveal another small detail: Marriage handbooks then 
sold in the millions, and many were as sexually explicit as under-the-counter manuals on sale today. 
e Some doctors say people who get headaches at about the same time every day can blame low 
blood sugar. 

e It was the standing command of Charles de Gaulle that no one could speak to him when he played 
solitaire. 

e Some Western Indians in the earlier frontier days rode east, and returned to tell about multitudes of 
white people, tall buildings and big ships. But their tribespeople ridiculed them as liars. That shot their 
reputations. And in their conversational memoirs they said they wished they'd kept their mouths shut. 
e A 1994 survey of Roto-Rooter's national workforce revealed that animals were the most common 
oddity found clogging up the pipes - of the respondents, 42 percent found some of nature's creatures, 
some dead but most very much alive. The menagerie included 35 squirrels, seven skunks, five 
rabbits, two live raccoons and one 16-inch catfish ... But those weren't the only "clog busters" revealed 
in the survey. Consider the following items that appeared on the list: two beepers, three glass eyes, 
one gold tooth, one hearing aid, one Social Security card, one toupee, 22 sets of dentures, two bras, 
several pairs of women's briefs (including a whopping 85 pairs in one haul alone), three pairs of men's 
underwear (including one size XXXL), one hockey stick (stuck between two 90-degree pipe turns), 
seven pieces of jewelry (including a 6000-dollar diamond ring), one bird feeder, and one Teenage 
Mutant Ninja Turtle action figure (Raphael). 

e Who's to blame for the great killer diseases? | mean smallpox, flu, tuberculosis, plague, measles 
and cholera? Anthropologists point to the hunters and herders. They're said to be the ones who 
brought the catastrophic infections to people from game and livestock. 


e This is reported to be the first time in history when the average American has more living parents 
than living children ... 3.0 parents to 2.7 kids, as of February of 2002. 

e In northern climates, the deep ground thawed in May. That's when the remains of those who died 
during the winter could be buried. Engaged couples respectfully delayed their weddings until after the 
funerals. So June became the traditional marriage month. Long before betrothed graduates likewise 
found it convenient. 

e Women look you in the eye when telling the truth, men when lying. So contends a Boston 
psychologist. 

e If the overweight toddler doesn't slim down by age 7, that youngster will probably remain hefty 
lifelong, says an obesity specialist. 

e Early Indians treated coughs with syrup form the boiled bark of cherry trees. Settlers copied the 
medications. Druggists bottled them. They remained on the market for generations. It's why so many 
utterly unrelated cough concoctions today are cherry flavored. 

e It's noted in old records that Parke-Davis in 1894 put out an "Emergency Kit" that contained 
cocaine, morphine, atropine, strychnine and a hypodermic syringe. 

e Clergymen of old in the British Isles needed beeswax for candles. With the leftover honey - there 
was a lot of it - they made an alcoholic beverage called mead, served in especially great quantities 
after weddings. That post-ceremony time came to be called the Month of Honey, then Honeymoon. 

e North American doctors recently imported from Japan an ancient surgical technique to cure 
snoring. But few ask for it. It's called uvulopalatopharyngolplasty. 

e Today's woman, according to recordkeepers is more aggressive than her grandmother, 14 pounds 
heavier and six inches taller. She has bigger feet, too. 

e Not only did the old witchburners of Europe burn many a witch, they forced the alleged witch's 
family to pay for the firewood and the subsequent banquet. 

e It's now claimed the average Seasoned Citizen takes 14 prescription drugs. Astonishing, if true. 

e Here's another reprot we're not required to believe: that some barbers now carry liability insurance 
against lawsuits by customers who don't like their haircuts. 

e |f you go out on a job interview, suggests one expert, don't take more than 60 seconds to answer 
any questions. 

e Not every fan of the late John Wayne knew he hated horses. At least, he said he did. 

e First rocking chairs sold in America were made for nursing mothers. 

e In every society worldwide, it's said, men in fear turn to their mothers, if they can. 

e You can figure your skeleton is its most massive at age 35. 

e What! You think a mere 5 percent is too little to make a difference? Consider: About 95 percent of 
the human body is structured almost identically in both the male and the female. 

e Name a color. Name a flower. Name a piece of furniture. Did you say "red", "rose" and "chair"? 
Most come up with those three. 

e Q: I say real "hillbillies" don't call themselves "hillbillies ... " 

A: Quite right, research reveals. Nor "mountaineers" or "highlanders." Most commonly, experts say, 
they use the term "plain folks." Coiner of "hillbilly" wasn't one, certainly. That word first appeared in 
print in 1900 in the New York Journal. 

e Just to keep your balance while standing still, you need to work about 300 muscles. 

e Julius Caesar's autograph is now valued at more than 2 million dollars. 

e If you could unwrap and string together a set of 23 human chromosomes, they would be about 
three feet long. And in almsot every one of the 100 trillion cells in your body you have a pair of these 
3-foot-long genomes wrapped up into tiny bundles far too small to see! 

e Medieval Germans of superstitious bent believed the world wouldn't end until 40 years after they'd 
seen the last rainbow. An excellent notion, mused the deep thinkers. Every rainbow brought hope. 

e History's great escape artist Harry Houdini arranged to have himself locked into the jail cell that 
had confined President James A. Garfield's demented assassin. Houdini not only freed himself, he let 
out the other prisoners, then put them back in different cells. This comes to me from a literary convict 
who writes, "Unfortunately, he didn't write a manual." 

e Ancient art suggest the first cowboys to rope bulls with lassos were Egyptians in the Valley of the 
Nile. 


e Some people say beards look good, some say bad. Those who say "good" talk about free-spirited 
individuality. Those who say "bad" mention "silly" or "dirty" or "affected." In a modern democracy, you 
know which outnumber which by whether current political candidates do or do not wear beards. 

e lf you need an ambulance more than twice in your life, you'll be over your statistical limit. Twice is 
average. 

e Have you ever seen any black pills? Neither have |. A medical authority says the color black is so 
deeply associated with death that no pharmaceutical house would consider putting out such. 

e A female client from Ireland says her ancestors crossed themselves when they yawned to prevent 
the Devil from entering their bodies and forcing them to do bad things. She says, "It doesn't work." 

e The average woman’s waistline begins getting smaller at age 52. 

e For the majority, blood pressure is usually higher in the right arm than the left. 

e Adoption records are open in Great Britain. But fewer than 2 percent of the adopted children there 
go back into the records to trace their biological parents. They look elsewhere to find themselves, 
evidently. 

e Many an American coastal Indian mother of two centuries ago weaned her babies on caviar. So 
says one historian. 

e Indianapolis police said they needed more money. Nobody paid attention. They left their locked 
patrol cars parked all around the City County Building with lights flashing and sirens wailing. 
Everybody paid attention. The money? No, not right away. Eventually, though. 

e If you live in a house, you live in an igloo. It means house. Any kind. 

e In William Shakespeare's day, physicians didn't treat fractured legs, dislocated thumbs or the like. 
That was the strong-handed calling of the practitioner known as the Bonesetter. 

e The Code of Hammurabi in ancient Babylon prescribed this punishment for a doctor convicted of 
inept surgery: amputation of the hands. 

e Scrape the bottom of your foot. If your toes turn downward, your brain is normal, end of test. If 
upward, abnormal, try another test. So says a medical reporter. 

e You remember the unimportant stories, if that's the way your mind plays. Such as: A Taiwanese 
man wrote 700 love letters to the young lady he most admired. To put her in the mood. She married 
the letter carrier. 

e Twice as many jobholders complain today as complained seven years ago about "stress" at work. 
That's what the survey-takers report. Our language man is trying to figure out if there's really greater 
"stress" or is it that the word "stress" has just become more popular. 

e Q: What were the first want ads? 

A: Signs posted on walls. In ancient Egypt. About runaway slaves. 

e lf you need an ambulance more than twice in your life, you'll be over your statistical limit. Twice is 
average. 

e Crew members on commercial aircraft take regular physical exams, and a medico who gives such 
says it's the flight attendants who are always in the best shape. 

e "Half the people have gray hair by the time they're 50," say other medical statisticians. 

e Maybe you, too, thought the kitchen was the most dangerous room in the house. But that's not 
right, evidently. Statisticians say most of the four sorts of fatal accidents - fire, suffocation, falls and 
poisoning - occur in bedrooms. 

e Native American historians say there never was a standard code of smoke signals. 

e Will you buy the psychologist's curious claim that people who can't swim tend to be extremely slow 
in making friendships? 

e All your warts will just disappear, unless your immune system is out of whack, says a 
dermatologist. 

e "Post purchase remorse" is one name for it, the sudden anxiety that comes over you sometimes 
after you've signed a contract for some big-ticket item such as a car or a house. But before the 
purchase, if you were long undecided, you probably became quite tired. Students of the mind say 
they've noticed this "tired" phenomenon repeatedly. Doubt tends to produce fatigue, they say. 

e During a typical week, it's reported, about 800 people in this country are injured by their own 
jewelry. 


e Certain sailors a century ago believed you couldn't drown if you had a tattoo of a pig on one foot 
and of a rooster on the other. 

e Landfill experts report the manufacture of recycled paper generates eight times more sludge per 
ton, typically, then does the making of virgin paper. 

e You, too, have mites in your eyebrows. Everybody does. 

e Aristotle was convinced that sexual activity caused baldness. That's what | said. Client asks if 
Aristotle was bald. Don't believe so. In a Rembrandt painting, an Aristotle with a lot of hair is seen 
gazing at a bust of a balding Homer. But Rembrandt was pretty creative. He probably didn't know the 
facts. 

e Yelling strains your vocal cords. But so does whispering. By forcing said cords nearly together. 
When you have laryngitis, you don't do your voice much good by whispering. Or so says a doctor. 

e What made the Vikings such a power back then, I've read, was their invention of the keel - it let 
them sail the open sea. 

e A barber says the hair on the back of your neck grows about twice as fast as the hair on top of your 
head. 

e Weather is said to figue into two out of five plane crashes. 

e |f what you see frightens you, the pupils in your eyes get larger. If what you see disgusts you, those 
pupils get smaller. 

e If you make a mistake, admit it, advise the politicians. Shortly before the last turn of the century, the 
manager of the Bailey Chlorination Mill at Eldora, Colo. ran a day late in paying the miners. It was a 
mistake. He admitted it. They shot him and burned down the mill. 

e Eight percent of the world's people are considered "extremely good looking." Eight percent are also 
thought to be "ugly." That, according to studies of how we appear to others. 

e When North American Indians first got horses, their elders rejoiced. It meant hunting tribes that 
followed the game cross-country could carry along their sick and aged instead of abandoning them. 
Horses were the closest thing those hunters had to Social Security. 

e The idea of test-tube babies dates back about half a century. To an article in the New England 
Journal of Medicine called "Conception in a Watch Glass." 

e Was none other than Hippocrates who first put into the record that fat people didn't tend to live as 
long as thin people. 

e At your pinnacle of pain, you might console yourself with Nietzsche's line: "What doesn't kill you, 
makes you strong." 

e History records that Billy the Kid was highly praised by many as an excellent amateur song-and- 
dance man. 

e It has been about 175 years since a magician - a French one, in this case - first pulled a rabbit out 
of a hat. 

e Those who like to hang their curious quotations on Samuel Goldwyn claim he said: "You've got to 
take the bull between your teeth." 

e In late autumn of every eyar, one Texas nudist camp posts this sign: "Clothed for the winter." 

e Three out of five women told pollsters they think the current bathing suits worn by the younger 
ladies at the beaches are too revealing. Please note, designers say three out of five women don't look 
their best in those revealing bathing suits. 

e Inthe last 25 years, those nationals most likely to show up for the scheduled day's work were the 
Japanese. They averaged 1.9 days absent a year. Sweden's workers reportedly took more 
unscheduled time off then any citizens elsewhere. That's changing. Correspondents now say Japan's 
workers are missing more days, and Sweden's are showing up more regularly. 

e Q: What did knights wear under their armor? 

A: Leather underwear. Make that tunics. Got pretty hot, | gather. Incidentally, a suit of armor back then 
cost as much as a small farm. 

e That tendency to be easily bored is said to be inherited. Or can be. 

e There are more psychiatrists from India practicing in the United States than there are psychiatrists 
practicing in India. 

e It was not customary for people to sleep in private bedrooms until about 500 years ago. Before 
then, family members bundled in a common bedding corner. 


e Q: Ina commercial airline crew, who's the "plucker"? 

A: The flight attendant who collects the boarding passes. 

e Q: Navajo babies learn to walk earlier than other babies. Why? 

A: They spend much of their first year strapped to their mothers' backs. Navajos say the tugging 
against the cradleboard bindings develops their muscles. Their mothers' muscles, too, I'll warrant. 

e It wasn't until four years after the Declaration of Independence was written here that shoelaces 
were invented in England. 

e Claim is no other movie actor has portrayed as many different nationalities - 19 at last count - as 
Anthony Quinn. 

e Q: How come what homebuilders used to call the "family room" is now being advertised as "the 
entertainment center"? 

A: A number of childless couples, married or not, aren't buying the family-room notion. 

e The ancient Greeks were pretty wise. But not about everything. If they ate parsley, they thought, 
they wouldn't get drunk. 

e The medieval knight in full armor weighed less than today's suited-up flight-ready fighter pilot. 

e The old Romans made their wigs out of real hair attached to real skin. 

e Typically, time tabulators say, you'll sleep 202,300 hours in your lifetime, not counting church. 

e French parents cannot legally name baby girls "Prune," "Cherry" or "Vanille." 

e Q: Who were the first people to engage in the practice of kissing? 

A: Ancients in India. At least, that's where the first written record of it appeared. Later, some mention 
turned up in Persia. And, Greece. In Old Rome, it became a highly popular pastime of the elite. They 
prepped by perfuming their lips. Then along came herpes. And the Emperor Tiberius outlawed kissing. 
e According to some experts, what really did away with family "togetherness," was central heating. 
No longer did everybody have to gather in one room to stay warm. 

e Average man has 66 pounds of muscle and three pounds of brain. What do you make of that? 

e So many of history's classic figures were known to the world only be their nicknames. Buddha - 
real name, Siddhartha Gautama. Plato - actual name, Aristocles. Homer - original name unknown. 
And those classics, Madonna, Sting and ... You come up with some. 

e You can't say all toothpastes have antifreeze in them. But some do, some do. 

e Optimistic dentists expect a vaccine against dental cavities. So do pessimistic dentists. 

e Q: If doctors could replace my whole brain with another's, who would | be thereafter - me or the 
donor? 

A: The donor, scientists say, and you'd not think of yourself as one who'd received a brain transplant, 
but one who'd acquired a new body. Identity is mapped in the brain. 

e Clement of Alexandria ruled that no woman could reveal to a man any portion of her body 
unclothed, saying nudity encouraged immorality. Pongo of Nigeria forbade wives from wearing more 
than a string around their loins, saying clothes encouraged immorality. Which of these sage fellows 
was right? 

e In truth, Hippocrates (the Father of Medicine) had nothing to do with the oath that bears his name. 
e Among grownups with braces on their teeth in this country, the women outnumber the men by four 
to one, say the statisticians. 

e Q: What's the most common surgical procedure in the United States? 

A: Circumcision. 

e Blood pressures of some people invariably go up as soon as they walk into doctor's offices. The 
phenomenon is called "White Coat Hypertension." 

e Inthe 1930s, after British surgeons gazed intently at red tissue and blood, they looked up to see 
green after-images on the white walls. Complementary colors, red and green. One doctor suggested 
the walls be painted green to wash out the disconcerting images. It worked. That's what led to the 50- 
year notion that green was the wall color most restful to the eyes. Pink, however, has finally moved it 
out of first place on the restful roster. 

e No, people were not always quick to see the obvious. They wore eyeglasses for four centuries 
before a London optician named Edward Scarlett in 1730 thought of anchoring them to ears. 

e Your brain has dibs on about a quarter of your body's oxygen. 


e Question arises again as to whether you can sue your doctor for making you wait too long in the 
outer office. You can sue anybody for anything, I'm told. It's in court records that a man once sued his 
doctor for making him wait 77 minutes to keep a scheduled appointment after he'd driven 42 miles to 
get there. The plaintiff won. 

e Put your finger on the tip of your chin. There, you've just touched your "gnathion." 

e High blood pressure is more prevalent in women than in men. But death attributed to damage from 
same is more common in men. So report the medicos. 

e An English doctor has come up with a new cure for hiccups - blocking both ears with your fingers 
for 20 seconds. 

e You also can lose weight, evidently, by going for chilling walks in cold weather. A Canadian military 
doctor says tests prove your body has to burn calories to warm frigid air before it can be taken into the 
bloodstream. Walk daily in an unbundled getup, he says, and you'll drop off the fat in a rapid manner. 
e Wasn't until after World War II that belts first outsold suspenders. 

e There was a time and place when the eighth-born son was customarily named Octavius and the 
eighth-born daughter, Octavia. 

e As far as the U.S. Department of Agriculture goes, it's a farm if it can or could turn out at least 
1,000 dollars worth of agricultural products a year. 

e In Pakistan, a commercial multiple vitamin dosage to be taken once a day is offered in a 34-proof 
alcoholic beverage. 

e Big year, 1736. Benjamin Franklin invented suspenders. 

e Not all graves everywhere are dug six feet deep, but that has been the Western world's standard 
since 1665 - the year of the great plague. 

e Any carpenter will tell you it's easier to pull out a rusty nail if you first drive it in a little farther. 

e To astonish carnival goers a few decades ago, strongmen tore telephone books in half. What 
onlookers didn't know was some of those strongmen only split books that had been oven-baked so 
long they could be snapped with a particular twist. 

e Q: What causes the most spinal injuries? 

A: 1. Car accidents. 2. Falls. 3. Gunshot wounds. 4. Diving accidents. In that order. 

e French explorer Jules Dumont d'Urville sailed to Antarctica in 1840, and without the benevolent 
deletions of a good copy editor, published 10 books about it. He said it was cold. It was he, too, who 
discovered the Venus de Milo. Elsewhere. 

e To go too long without sleep can be fatal. Everybody knows that. Now comes confirmation of what 
everybody suspects. Death by sleep deprivation is always preceded by utter disorientation. Or in legal 
lingo, insanity. So reports a medical researcher. 

e True amnesia seldom lasts long, say the medicos. 

e People who are highly self-confident tend to stand with their toes turned outward. Toes of those 
who lack self-confidence turn inward. That's the claim of body language experts. 

e Q: Why don't shopping malls provide comfortable waiting rooms with easy chairs for husbands who 
have to hang around while their wives shop? 

A: They quickly turn into sanctuaries for non-shoppers seeking refuge from the weather, still leaving 
no place for those awaiting the shoppers. 

e History's saloon-hating hatchet lady charged forth to lead the country away from alcohol in the 
belief that her real name - Carry A. Nation - was preordained. But the press kept misspelling it 
"Carrie." That infuriated her. 

e Q: Who invented the screwdriver? 

A: Who | don't know, but why can be explained. It was first devised to bolt knights into their armor. 

e It's not how many brain cells you have, it's how you use them, no? A newborn baby has twice as 
many as it will have at age 2. 

e People tend to breathe in rhythm as they walk - four steps per breath, typically. 

e Ask your coffee compatriot what sleepwalkers most frequently do without remembering they did it. 
Too obvious? Even as you and l, they turn off the alarm clock. 

e About a quarter of the blood your heart pumps in one minute goes to your kidneys. 

e Time was when a householder was taxed for each door in the house. That's another reason why 
Victorian homes had no closets. Wasn't any tax on furniture doors. And that movable clothes cabinet 


called an armoire was furniture. So says a historical society researcher. 

e It's the tall people who are most uncomfortable in wheelchairs, says a hospital psychologist. "They 
are not used to being looked down on." 

e A cure for his hangover, that's what William the Conquerer craved when he so sorrowfully bleated: 
"Oh, send me the man who can remove the beehive from my brain!" 

e Old West cowboys carried pouches of strychnine. Or many did. That's what one historian tells me. 
Whenever they found a steer downed by disease or cold, they planted poison on it. To kill off the cats, 
coyotes and vultures. 

e When a husband and wife are nowhere nearly equal in intelligence, it's the wife who's usually the 
smarter. Researchers checked out 133 couples with IQ differences of 30 points or more. In two out of 
three cases, the wives had the higher scores. 

e Inthe trade talk of the shoe clerk, shoes slow to sell are "skigs." 

e Countless employees steal from their companies, and nobody knows how many of those 
businesses fail because of that. The U.S. Commerce Department says 10 percent. The U.S. Chamber 
of Commerce says up to 30 percent. Lot of thievery, what? 

e Q: How come ships' bells ring every half hour instead of, say, every hour? 

A: Half an hour was how long it took the early sand to run through the early glass. 

e What you do every morning dampens down the walls considerably, according to one expert. 
Shower, shave, brush teeth, make coffee, wipe tables, whatever. Claim is that you, if typical, spray out 
a pound and a half of water vapor before you saunter out the front door. 

e Q: Medical records indicate it's the rich rather than the poor who are most likely to die of exotic 
ailments. Why? 

A: They travel more. 

e thas been said that anything you do well, you'll do less well, if you try too hard. 

e Few realize Buffalo Bill was also a movie producer. 

e Clearly, the old Romans were interested in both words and wine. They had 11 words for 
drunkenness. 

e Cecil Rhodes, the diamond king, knew where he was going. Long before he ever amassed that 
huge fortune, he made out a will to dispose of it. 

e Christopher Columbus was trained to be a weaver, but he never made a go of it. 

e Even if researchers turned up a cure for every known ailment, some medical experts contend, your 
body still would probably wear out after about 115 years. I'll take that. 

e Richard W. Sears of Sears, Roebuck and Co. saw to it his firm's catalogs always were just a little 
smaller than those of his competition. In living rooms, he said, the smaller of two catalogs will be put 
on top, so be picked up first. He was right. Students of marketing say his knack of interpretation of 
detail was what made him his kind of genius. 

e The birth-control pioneer, Margaret Sanger, was one of 11 children. 

e Q: The most common surname worldwide is Chang. But how many people have that name? 

A: Nobody really knows. Guesses start at 80 million. 

e Imaginative souls once proposed the human body be redesigned with one big hand for heavy work 
and one small hand for fine work. How silly! said listeners. Some geneticists now say they think it 
could be done. Nor is it out of the question, they say, to develop a human body taht could close its 
ears. 

e Q: Is there any smallpox virus left on Earth? 

A: Only in laboratory vials in Atlanta and Moscow. Insofar as is known. 

e More babies were born in the United States in 1961 than in any year before or since. 

e Babies would rather eat bananas. Or at least the buyers of baby foods think so, according to 
market researchers. 

e A seasoned flight attendant says passengers on more and more trips of late break out clapping 
when their planes land without incident. Comedy relief, it's surmised. 

e To feel "at home," people need: 1. An identifiable neighborhood. 2. Enough sunshine. 3. Older 
citizens around. 4. Nearby greenery. That's not all, but these four are the main requirements, if you 
accept the judgment of a California architect who made an eight-year study of what creates a good 
home environment. 


e Those who study sex appeal long have linked fear with romantic passion. Especially fear of getting 
caught. They say some philanderers lose all interest in the physical romance as soon as it's no longer 
dangerous. 

e Best way to find a contact lens dropped in a room, I'm told, is turn out the lights and shine a 
flashlight over the floor. The lens will reflect a sparkle. 

e It's known that unnoticed sounds pitched too low for the ear to recognize still can make people sad. 
e American Indian wood carvers say the most honored figure on the vertical wooden statue, contrary 
to popular belief, is at the bottom: "the low man on the totem pole," in fact. 

e Everybody is an antenna. You think not? Haven't you ever improved a TV picture momentarily just 
by touching the rabbit ears? Now take it a little further. Tell your friends that you and they and 
everyone constantly receive strange signals from the atmosphere. See how they handle that one. 

e Experts now say both Thomas A. Edison and Albert Einstein were dyslexic. 

e Those who claim to know all about liquor trouble claim each alcoholic somehow messes up the 
lives of at least four people. 

e In Saudi Arabia, you talk business eye-to-eye. It's thought to be important to do so. In Japan, you 
don't. That's considered too aggressive. Constant eye contact is not the way to go in Latin America, 
either. So say the international etiquette experts. 

e Word is that now you can hire something called "physical psychotherapists" to work out your 
frustrated sexual fantasies ... For 100 dollars per half-hour session, the "doctors" (the government 
recognizes their business as legal) will act out fantasies with their clients, both male and female. For 
example, if a man desires to have sex with a celebrity, a neighbor, a co-worker or the spouse of a 
friend but doesn't have the courage to approach her, the physical psychotherapist will act out his 
fantasy with him. This presumably relieves the client's stress, and it is all very professional. There are 
no personal entanglements and no guilt. How ‘bout that? 

e Medical researchers in Italy have concluded that the men with the strongest heart muscles are 
those who row boats. Hammer throwers and shot putters also rated near the top, but there weren't 
enough of them to get a good statistical reading. 

e You have another funnybone right behind your ankle. But it doesn't get as many laughs, so to 
speak. Most people never find out it's there. 

e If you'd been an ancient Egyptian of the higher echelons, you'd have called upon your barber for 
many a chore. To pull your tooth. To clean your ears. 

e Those with grand opinions about how the order of birth influences personality contend third-born 
children usually grow up to be good sales-people, but tend to get into more trouble than others. 

e Those who purport to know say condoms were first devised from lambs' intestines in 1655. 

e Trendy people wear black. Client asks, Who started that? Not Christopher Columbus, surely, but 
those around him might merit the credit. Among Spain's highly clothes conscious of that era, it was the 
preferred color. 

e Early medics said many a malignant tumor had a central mass with clawlike appendages, so 
looked quite like a crab. That's why the ominous ailment got the Latin name for crab: "cancer." 

e The dung of the passenger pigeon, now extinct, once was fed to patients who complained of 
stomach disorders. The feeders knew it worked because those so fed always said they didn't need 
any more after the first dose. 

e Your bodily tissues start to freeze at 25 degrees F., according to 911 medics. 

e High fashion is said to be of less interest to the Irish than to any other Western world nationals. 

e According to the historical footnotes, ideas about artificial insemination were first recorded in 1322 
by Arabian writers. 

e Notes by Cotton Mather, churchman of colonial New England, indicate African slaves knew 
something about inoculating against smallpox long before Edward Jenner came up with vaccine made 
from cowpox. 

e There are more than 100 kinds of arthritis, and half the people who have it don't know which kind 
they've got, doctors say. 

e It's also a fact that the older we get, the more slowly we breathe. 

e Eccentrics live five to 10 years longer than conformists. So says a medical authority at the Royal 
Edinburgh Hospital after a lengthy longevity study. Eccentrics don't visit their doctors as often, says 


this expert. That's not why they live longer, he didn't mean that. He meant they're not at all worried 
about it. They just don't care as much. Less stress. 

e Your brain, too, can lose weight. If typical, it's heaviest at age 20, about. 

e Sailors in the British Royal Navy worked in sleeveless undershirts. Queen Victoria was due for a 
duty inspection. The brass thought the queen might be offended by the sight of too much flesh. They 
ordered sleeves sewn on the garments. And thus invented T-shirts. Or so it's reported in historical 
footnotes. 

e If you're dreaming, you're not tossing and turning. If you're tossing and turning, you're not 
dreaming. 

e Not only was suicide against the law in 19th-century Great Britain, but conviction carried the death 
penalty. Excuse me? 

e Claim is no juggler has ever juggled more than seven Indian clubs at one time. 

e Some Arabian physicians of old thought body heat could cure rheumatism in a woman. They came 
up with a curious treatment. To generate said heat, they directed that the skirt of the female sufferer 
be snatched off in public. This, they're said to have thought, would make her burn with shame. 

e Says the educated Eskimo: "Don't call me ‘Inuit.’ That's plural. Call me an 'Inuk.' That's singular." 

e An American surgeon named Richard Charles Drew designed and operated the world's first blood 
bank. In New York City, it was. Curiosity here is that with the misinformation of the time, he (being 
black) could not donate his own blood. He died in 1950. 

e The human eye perceives green more quickly than red. That's why vision experts say red for 
danger and green for safety is exactly the wrong way round. Too late, too late. Can't change that one. 
e "Neurapraxia" is what it's called when your foot goes to sleep. Or your hand. Or whatever. 

e What do you know about obese mice? | just learned they survive without food eight times as long 
as normal mice do. Some scientists think obesity was once a useful mutation. To let a few make it 
through starving conditions. Thus to preserve the species. Could be, they say, the human race owes 
its survival to the overweight. 

e |f your ancestors at the start of this century only had one or two household servants, they were 
categorized by the U.S. Census as "lower middle class." 

e You can't catch cold at the North Pole in winter. That's what a medical expert says. Temperatures 
there then are so low the standard organisms can't survive. 

e Harvard Medical School researchers looked into that curious condition Known as kleptomania - the 
involuntary compulsion to steal things - and reported six out of every 1,000 people demonstrate 
genuine symptoms. "A typical kleptomaniac," they reported, "starts at age 20 and seeks help at age 
35." 

e Your brain is almost but not quite its full size on your seventh birthday. 

e In London once was an English club exclusively for fat men. They met in a large room with two 
entrances - one ordinary with a single door, another oversized with two French doors. Candidates able 
to walk through the one-door entry without getting stuck were disqualified from membership. Or so it's 
told in Fleet Street's pastime parlors. 

e The ancient Asian peoples believed that life began at conception and - consequently - celebrated 
the child's first birthday three months after its birth. 

e Researchers recently wanted to find out which world city has been the costliest for business 
travelers, so they naively examined expense account vouchers. Tokyo won. A day's breakfast, lunch, 
dinner and a single room in a business-class hotel ran $464. 

e Few movies show it, but early fire wagons in this country were pulled by firefighters, not horses. No 
time to harness up. 

e When the garbage collectors have to put on extra help, you know the economy is getting better. 
That's one way the money watchers conclude the obvious. 

e Hidden-camera researchers studied conversational groups of men and women in armchairs. And 
reported that women far more so than men tend to keep their hands down on the arms of said chairs 
while they chat. Women smile a lot more than men do, too. 

e You don't hear much about the great French surgeon Ambroise Pare. He was doing his best work 
about the time William Shakespeare was born. It was he who taught doctors to seal wounds by 
sewing them up instead of burning them with hot irons. 


e China's top fashion model at last report was earning 70 dollars a month. 

e Real estate sellers report the average home buyer looks at 14 houses before closing in on one. 
Sounds high. 

e No frontiersman ever was nearly as good a tracker as fictional accounts depict. A scholar of the 
westerns says the greatest gift a tracker could have was luck. 

e People who hire people say job applicants tend to tell the truth more reliably when queried by 
computers rather than by personnel interviewers. 

e Another unsurprising find by the health statisticians reads: Habitual listeners tend to have lower 
blood pressures than habitual talkers. 

e The revolving star on the back of a cowboy's spurs is called a "rowel." 

e HERE 


